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Hannah Greener



Hannah Greener

ÅDied January 28 1848, Newcastle 
ÅChloroform, toenail removal
ÅMr Meggison(a surgeon)

ÅI seated her in a chair, and put a teaspoon of chloroform into a 
tablecloth, and held it to her nose.
ÅWhen the semicircular incision was made, she gave a struggle or 

jerk
ÅHer mouth was open, and her lips and face blanchedΧΦI called for 

water when I saw her face blanched, and I dashed some of it in her 
faceΧΦI then gave her some brandy, a little of which she swallowed 
with difficulty
ÅI then laid her on the floor and attempted to bleed her in the arm 

and jugular vein, but only obtained about a spoonful. She was 
dead, I believe



Hannah Greener-Coroners Inquest

ÅάIŀƴƴŀƘ DǊŜŜƴŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴƎ 
produced by [the direct effects of] chloroform.έ

ÅJames Young Simpson
ÅάLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ water..usedto restore from the 

state of anaesthesiaέ

ÅJohn Snow
ÅάǘƘŜ Ŧŀǘŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

the chloroform on the nervous centers having 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ









Frances Cappuccini

ÅCaesarean Section 0828
ÅSignificant Bleeding
ÅHDU care 1115
ÅEUA finished at 1205
Å1220 patient extubated
ÅDied 4 hours later cardiac arrest

ÅTwo anaesthetists
ÅhƴŜ ά{ǘŀŦŦ DǊŀŘŜέ
ÅOne Consultant 1300-1340



Frances Cappuccini

Å During recovery  breathing irregular
Å Bag and mask ventilation

ÅwŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ άLŦ ƛƴ Řƻǳōǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ōŀƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀǎƪ ŀƴŘ ƻǊ [a!έ

Å Locum consultant in other theatre on his own
Å Help requested from ICU

Åά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǳōŀǘŜέ
Å LMA inserted
Å Intubated 1410-1415-initially oesophageal

Å{ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛŜŘ άhyperkalaemiaέ



Why do we need a guideline? 
-to defend practice

ÅGuideline was produced that supported bag 
and mask 

ÅExpert witness did not address the duration of 
mask ventilation



Failed Intubation Guidelines
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Question

ÅIn this case I would

ÅA. Wake patient up
ÅB. Continue Anaesthesiawith the Laryngeal 

Mask, breathing spontaneously
ÅC.Continue Anaesthesiawith the Laryngeal 

Mask, with NMB and IPPV
ÅD. Use NMB and have have a further attempt at 

intubation egvia LMA, Video Laryngoscope, 
Fibreoptic etc.



; 

M. W. M. RucklidgeS. M. Yentis

Anaesthetist, ,

Å52% responded that they would maintain 
anaesthesiafollowing failed intubation

Å47% chose to abandon surgery and wake the 
mother
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