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Overview

o Causes 

o Early recognition of  the sick mother

o Maternal cardiac arrest and 

resuscitation

o Specific challenges



Maternal collapse 

o Impaired conscious level with imminent risk of  death

o Rapid or gradual changes in physiological variables 

that can be reflection of  compromised end organ 

perfusion

o An ôadverse incidentõ that could lead to a ônever eventõ

o During pregnancy or within 42 days after delivery

o Incidence varies from 14 to 600/100,000                  

(up to 2/year in a unit with 3000 deliveries) 



Maternal collapse

o Most commonly a result of  vasovagal syncope or      

post ictal phase of  epilepsy

o Spontaneously reversed

o Close observation and supportive measures


